Waddesdon C of E School 
Music Department
Song Writing 
		
	Year 
	8

	
Title

	
Song writing - composing and understanding the conventions of popular music


	
Stage and objective of understanding

	
· Learn how musical sounds can be manipulated to produce a song in a chosen style 
· Learn how to analyse and listen to music in order to reproduce and record  a contemporary composition


	Context
(matched to stage of understanding)
	
Pupils will learn how popular music is written / structured and will recreate their own version of the music through initial listening, analysing and copying. This follows on from the Musical Futures work already undertaken where pupils have followed the Classical and Informal model of Musical Futures. The work will also provide a link between the KS3 and KS4 work as it is similar to the Integrated Assignment within the OCR GCSE Music. Year 8 pupils will be choosing their options during this term so this type of work will allow pupils to experience the direction/nature of the coursework required at GCSE level.

It is hoped that this module will also inspire and instil confidence in our pupils as songwriters, expand musical skills / awareness and encourage experimentation ( key principals of the Musical Futures Writers Unblocked documentation)


	Conventions, processes and devices
(matched to stage of understanding)
	
Learning how  popular song writers use and develop:

Instrumentation
Hooks and riffs
Structure
Lyrics

Learning how to identify the key characteristics of chosen music  and to experiment with similar ideas.

The following Musical Futures principles will be addressed:
Principle 1 Learning music that pupils choose, like and identify with
Principle 3 Learning with friends
Principle 4 Personal, often haphazard learning without structured guidance
Principle 5 Integration of listening, performing, improvising and composing


	Focus of practical experience
	
Composing – producing and extending musical ideas 

Pupils will compose their own music.
They may compose either a song or an instrumental piece.
If setting lyrics, they may write their own, or adopt and adapt existing lyrics.
As a starting point, pupils may like to ‘jam’ on musical riffs and ideas that they have previously worked with.
Pupils then choose their own groups, instruments, style of music, and route through learning.


	
Features of musical elements

	
Timbre: learning how specific timbres and instrumental/vocal effects can be manipulated to create a song

Structure: learning how structure can be manipulated to create an effective song


	Development of skills
	
Composing – learning how to combine expressive melodic motifs / lyrics with other patterns of sounds to create a song with an identifiable style / character

Listening – learning how to recognise stylistic detail of music from their chosen genre

Performing – rehearsing, performing and recording of the new song
  
Appraising – learning how to make realistic / critical judgements of their work and knowing how to improve their work

	Expected outcome of understanding
(related to context and conventions and how it will be demonstrated)
	Pupils will show their understanding of song writing by selecting a genre/style and composing their own piece of music. They will compose, rehearse, perform and record their song.  All pupils will start to recognise the stylistic detail of their chosen genre, some will be secure in their understanding and a few will be starting to move beyond this understanding and will be developing their own style.    
(assessed as developing, secure or strong)

	
Expected outcome of knowledge and skills
(for all, some,           a few pupils)

	
Element(s)

All pupils will understand the structure of their song and will have taken part in the composition and performance / recording of the piece

Some pupils will understand how to develop their song by adding instruments/voices and by writing a song that has a real style of its own

A few pupils will create new ideas and compose an original song that that has a sense of style as well as its own stylistic identity

Skill(s)

All pupils will be able to create a simple motif or hook/riff

Some pupils will be able to develop this initial musical idea and combine further sounds

A few pupils will be able to analyse and combine a number of sounds and structures into an effective and original song that demonstrates the stylistic influence of the chosen genre  


	Links with 
The National Curriculum
	1.1 Integration of practice
a Developing knowledge, skills and understanding through the integration of performing, composing and listening.
b Participating, collaborating and working with others as musicians, adapting to different musical roles and respecting the values and benefits others bring to musical learning.
1.3 Critical understanding
a Engaging with and analysing music, developing views and justifying opinions.
b Drawing on experience of a wide range of musical contexts and styles to inform judgements.
1.4 Creativity
a Using existing musical knowledge, skills and understanding for new purposes and in new contexts.
b Exploring ways music can be combined with other art forms and other subject disciplines.  (Use of lyrics)
1.5 Communication
a Exploring how thoughts, feelings, ideas and emotions can be expressed through music.
2.1Performing, composing and listening
a sing in solo or group contexts, developing vocal techniques and musical expression
b perform with control of instrument-specific techniques and musical expression
c practise, rehearse and perform with awareness of different parts, the roles and contributions of different members of the group, the audience and venue
d create, develop and extend musical ideas by selecting and combining resources within musical structures, styles, genres and traditions
e improvise, explore and develop musical ideas when performing
f listen with discrimination and internalise and recall sounds
g identify the expressive use of musical elements, devices, tonalities and structures.
2.2 Reviewing and evaluating
a analyse, review, evaluate and compare pieces of music
b identify conventions and contextual influences in music of different styles, genres and traditions
c communicate ideas and feelings about music, using expressive language and musical vocabulary to justify their opinions
d adapt their own musical ideas and refine and improve their own and others’ work.
3 Range and content
e consideration of contextual influences that affect the way music is created, performed and heard
f the use of music technologies to create, manipulate and refine sounds
g the role of music and musicians in society, of the music industry and of artistic and intellectual property rights.
4 Curriculum opportunities
a develop individual performance skills, both vocal and instrumental, including the use of music technology
b develop listening and aural perception skills in practical activities, including composing and performing
c develop creative and compositional skills, including songwriting, arranging and improvising
e work individually, in musical groups of different sizes and as a class
f build on their own interests and skills, taking on different roles and responsibilities and developing music leadership skills
g make links between music and other subjects and areas of the curriculum.



	
Week1
	
Structure
Song writing exploration – in groups what makes a song popular? Draw on earlier work – present ideas and an example to the class (inc. form/structure/riffs etc.) Analyse the structure of a song – with worksheet assistance  / cut up structure labels. Pupils will be bringing their own CDs in

Learn to play some popular riffs
 

	
Week2



	
Hooks, Riffs and Chords
Listening – songs that convey a political, social, cultural or spiritual message – a work sheet will focus listening. James Brown CD/DVD identify riffs. Refer back to the Bob Marley work in Yr 7 
Song writing – pupils to write their own riffs


	
Week 3
	
Lyrics
Listen to different tracks that evoke a clear mood
Focus on words – writing lyrics – refer to MF documentation – Writers Unblocked / ideas grid eg. Purple and Extinction examples – show on projector
Pupils to complete the Word Web template 


	
Week 4
	
Melody – Page 11 Writers Unblocked
C Major scale – then jumble the notes
Add a backing or chords 

	
Week 5
	
Group work – pupils to decide on the style / genre of their song
Choose instruments
Decide on their approach  - lyrics first / chords or both

	
Week 6
	
Analysis of the track from the CD that has influenced their work
Further composition work

	
Week 7
	
Review of the aspects studied last term – re-focus on structure, lyrics, chords, hooks and riffs, key changes etc.
Composition work

	
Week 8
	

Performance of work in progress

	
Week 9
	
Rehearsal, performances and recording of pieces

	
Week 10
	
Listening to the performances 
Uploading them to NUMU
Updating the blog and track information
Listening to others work


	
Week 11
	

	
Week 12
	


Sequence of learning
